
Lent 1C, February 14 & 15 2016 

 

1 
 

TEXT:  Joshua 7:16-26 
THEME:  GLORIFY THE LORD DURING LENT 
  1.  By Heeding His Warnings   

     2.  By Trusting in His Atoning Sacrifice 
 
Dear Fellow Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb: 
 
Let me set the context of our reading for you.  The mighty fortress of Jericho had fallen 
before the army of Israel.  Next Israel set its sights on tiny Ai.  Victory should have come 
easily, but Israel suffered a disastrous defeat; 36 soldiers were killed. 
 
The disaster was caused by one man:  Achan.  He had disobeyed God by taking some of 
the plunder of Jericho that God had claimed for himself.  Before the walls of Jericho came 
tumbling down, Joshua had told Israel:  “The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to 
the Lord….But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about 
your own destruction by taking any of them” (Joshua 6:17-18).  The history of Achan—
his sin that brought disaster to all of Israel and his own death—serves as a strong reminder 
to us.  Let us GLORIFY THE LORD DURING LENT BY HEEDING HIS WARNINGS. 
 
After Achan was miraculously determined to be the one who had violated God’s will, he 
confessed his sin.  Achan’s confession came too late, but it contains some important 
reminders.  Notice the sequence that led Achan to his date before  the God of Israel.  He 
says, “I have sinned…I saw…I coveted…and took.” 
 
Anyone who has ever worked in retail and offered to assist a customer has heard the words 
“Just looking.”  It sounds harmless enough and may be at times, but “just looking” may also 
be all it takes to give Satan a foothold. 
 
When King David watched Bathsheba bathe, he might have dismissed what he did as “just 
looking,” but it led to sin, crushing guilt, and estrangement from God. 
 
King Ahab might have dismissed his interest in Naboth’s vineyard as “just looking,” but 
again, it led  to coveting, to murder, and finally his own death. 
 
Job’s words, “I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl” (31:1) may 
sound puritanical in our permissive society, but no doubt he was aware of how effectively 
Satan can use what we see to stir up sinful desires such as greed and lust. 
 
The end result is so often what James describes in the first chapter of his letter:  “Each 
one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  Then, 
after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives 
birth to death” (vv14-15). 
 
No wonder Jesus warns as strongly as he does about eyes in his Sermon on the Mount 
when he says:  “If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away.  It 
is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown 
into hell” (Matthew 5:29).   
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Given what may be seen in magazines and on television, movie, and computer screens, we 
might wonder how it’s possible to avoid being dragged away to sin and death.  The answer 
is Jesus.  He was tempted like us by what Satan showed him, but he resisted, remaining 
pure and holy, for us as our Substitute.  He died for us, rose in glory, and lives to hear and 
help us when we pray:  “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit to 
sustain me.”  Amen (Psalm 51:10,12). 
 
So we should GLORIFY THE LORD DURING LENT BY HEEDING HIS WARNINGS, but 
also BY TRUSTING IN HIS ATONING SACRIFICE.  Achan, because he did not heed 
God’s warning, met with a horrible end.  Joshua and the Israelites did not act on their own 
in executing and burning Achan (and possibly his children), along with everything he had.  
It was the holy One of Israel who declared:  “He who is caught with the devoted things 
shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that belongs to him” (Joshua 7:15).   
 
God hasn’t changed.  Paul declares, “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23) and we 
saw that vividly in the three funerals conducted at Trinity this past week.  If you serve sin 
and let sin be your master—ever, even once—you’ve earned eternal death in hell.  Surely 
then our end must be like Achan’s, only worse!  The fire in the Valley of Achor eventually 
went out, but Isaiah says of those in hell:  “Their worm will not die, nor will their fire be 
quenched” (66:24). 
 
Truly we deserve to die for our sins under God’s wrath.  Like Achan, what we see with our 
eyes may still lead to thoughts of lust, envy, and hatred; and sadly, to acts of unkindness, 
immorality, and theft.  But thank God, he’s provided a substitute for us—it doesn’t take our 
punishment and destruction to appease God’s holy wrath. 
 
Hear the good news:  “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  This is the miracle 
of mercy foretold by Isaiah the prophet:  “He was pierced for our transgressions, he 
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
and by his wounds we are healed” (53:5). 
 
On the cross in his sinless body and soul, Christ Jesus absorbed the pain and punishment 
we deserved.  God’s justice is satisfied; he has turned from his fierce anger.  “There is 
now,” promises St. Paul, “no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” 
(Romans 8:1). 
 
May we respond to this good news as did Abraham, of whom Scripture says, “He did not 
waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but …gave glory to God, being 
fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised” (Romans 4:20-21). 
 
My friends, let us cling to the cross of Christ, for there, and only there, is God’s wrath 
appeased.  Amen. 
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Joshua 7:16-26 
 
Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and 
Judah was taken. The clans of Judah came forward, and he took the 
Zerahites. He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families, 
and Zimri was taken.  Joshua had his family come forward man by man, 
and Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe 
of Judah, was taken.  
 
Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of 
Israel, and give him the praise. Tell me what you have done; do not hide 
it from me."  
 
Achan replied, "It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of 
Israel. This is what I have done:  When I saw in the plunder a beautiful 
robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold 
weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in 
the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath."  
 
So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was, 
hidden in his tent, with the silver underneath.  They took the things from 
the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread them 
out before the LORD.  
 
Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the 
silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle, 
donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor.  
Joshua said, "Why have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will 
bring trouble on you today."  
 
Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they 
burned them.  Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which 
remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce anger. 
Therefore that place has been called the Valley of Achor ever since.  
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